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A Guide to the Compton (Lord Alwyne) Collection of Tile Tracings
in the Society of Antiquaries, London

The project: The organization of the collection of loose tile drawings, rubbings, and
tracings into four red boxes and three oversized folders, and the cataloguing of these

materials, was begun in March 1998 and completed the following year. The resulting
database, prepared with Microsoft Access, provides an index to the collection.

The Collection: Lord Alwyne Compton (1825-1906), undertook in the mid-1840s to
document as many medieval tile patterns as he could find. With the help of A.W. Franks
he traveled widely to trace old tiles. Friends who learned of his project sent him tile
tracings. His interest in the designs had probably been inspired in part by the work of
John Gough Nichols who had published earlier in the decade his illustrated study of
encaustic tiles, and who later printed tile designs for Compton." Compton bequested his
collection to the Society of Antiquaries. It consists mostly of British tile designs with a
few from France, Italy, Portugal, and Spain.

I. Red Boxes (1-4). Loose tile designs on paper have been organized into four boxes,
each containing a three-ring binder of acid-free poly pages. Most of the designs represent
single tiles but there are also plans of he pavements, some quite elaborate. Most are line
drawings and tracings in graphite or ink on tissue paper, cut or torn to tile sizes; some are
colored, a few are crayon rubbings; and there are a few printed designs. The box also
contains a few autograph letters and some notes. The folios have been numbered
consecutively through the four boxes.

II. Green Box. Contains two books.

Book 1. Grey embossed boards, broken spine. 31.5 x 24.5 cm. A loose unsigned
note inside reads "Tracings, drawings, and rubbings of Gothic Tiles by the Rev. Lord
Alwyne Compton, DD./ Some Bishop of Ely. Left by him to the Society of
Antiquaries.”

This is a scrapbook of miniature drawings of medieval tile designs, most of them
pasted into loose signatures. The tile designs are arranged according to subject. They
are hand-drawn and painted, mostly in brown and pale yellow (tile colours) with
gouache or watercolour. Captions in black ink under each design describe the finder
of the tile (initials or name) and the site where the tile existed in situ. A measuring
scale occurs on the lower left corner of each page. The leafs are of tan wove paper,
rather heavy and textured. The unbound signatures hold remnants of the red strings
with which they were originally sewn. It is not clear whether the signatures are in
their original order. They have been numbered for purposes of this index.

! John Gough Nichols, Examples of Decorative Tiles, Sometimes Termed Encaustic. (London: 1845).



Book 2. A small sketchbook, 20.8 x 13.2 cm, with graph paper pages. Hard board
covers, front cover detached. Title page reads "Drawings of Gothic tiles by Alwyne,
Bishop of Ely from 1886 to 1906." Sketchbook contains miniature, intricately-
detailed sketches of tiles, drawn first in graphite and then hand-coloured with
brownish-red ink. The designs are traced and captioned in black ink. The designs,
numbered by AC refer to an index of 244 entries on the last two pages of the book .
The book is paginated to p. 111, with the remaining pages left blank. The index lists
in order the tile number, the site, 'tracing by', and page number.

IIL Tiles. A large scrapbook, 42.7 x 26.5 cm, with worn binding and a loose spine, titled
"Tracings of Gothic Tiles by Alwyne Bishop of Ely from 1886 to 1906". An index in
the front of the book lists sites. The scrapbook contains miscellaneous tipped-in
tracings and sketches. A few letters and loose materials have been removed to I: Red
Boxes or IV: Oversized portfolios.

IV. Oversized drawings : Three folders contain drawings, tracings, and rubbings too
large to fit in the Red Boxes.. They are protected in poly sleeves and numbered as O-
series (changed to numerical listing, 1-3: 1-70 in the database index).

The Index

The index to the collection shows the order of the materials in the Red Boxes and the
oversized tracings according to fields, as follows:

Tile/tracing site: as given by Compton (AC), usually on the tile tracing
Building type: as given by AC, if known

County UK

I: Red Box Folios: numbered in sequence through the four boxes for the present
index

IV: Oversized: numbered for the present index

Secondary Source: as given by AC; these denote a collection in which he found a
tile to trace

Reference: sources other than AC used to identify tile patterns, usually Eames.*
Letters: Autograph letters (ALS) found amongst the tracings

Misc Mss: notes, unidentified sketches, manuscripts, poems, etc.

Foreign Tile Sites: tiles from outside the UK

II: Green Box: sketches: see I Book 2, above. [not completed]

II: Green Box: subjects: see IL Book 1, above. [not completed]

III: Bound Scrapbook: see IIL Tiles above. Refers only to tracings in the Red
Boxes [not printed in the index]

Compiled by Cleota Reed, April 2002
Email: dftatham@syr.edu Or cleota@a-znet.com

2 Elizabeth A. Eames, Catalogue Medieval lead-glazed earthenware tiles in the Department of Medieval
and Later Antiquities, British Museum, 2 vol. (London: Trustees of the British Museum, British Museum
Publishers, Ltd., 1980).
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County UK Index

County UK Tile/tracing Site Building Type I: Red Box Folios  IV: Oversized
BEDFORDSHIRE Elstow Church Abbey Church 1:45v
BEDFORDSHIRE Northill Church 2:109rv
BEDFORDSHIRE Willington Church 3:148v-149r
BERKSHIRE Basildon Roman pavement 1:3v
BERKSHIRE Binfield Berks Parish Church 1:18rv
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  Aylesbury Church v
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE Kimble, Great Abbey 2:73r
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  Kimble, Little 2:72v 1:8
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE ~ Pitstone Parish church 3:113rv
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE ~ Risborough, Princes 3:188v

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE Slapton unknown 3:137rv
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE Weston Turville parish church? 3:142v
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE?  Penn Manufacturing site 2:110r
CAMBRIDGESHIRE Barton Church 1:3r
CAMBRIDGESHIRE Ely Cathedral 1:50v
CAMBRIDGESHIRE Ely Cathedral Bishop Alcock's Chap 1:47rv
CAMBRIDGESHIRE Ely Cathedral Prior Crauden's Chap 1:48v, 49rv
CAMBRIDGESHIRE King's College, Cambridge Chapel 2:74r
CHESHIRE Chester Bridget, Stanley Sts 1:34r
CHESHIRE Chester unknown 1:35r
DERBYSHIRE Derby "Friary" House 1:56r
DEVON Exeter Cathedral 1: 47v-51v
DEVON Frithelstock unknown 1:56v
DEVON Haccombe Church 2:70r-72r
DEVON Merton unknown 2:100v
DEVON North Devon, Frithelstock unknown 1:41v-42r
DEVON (North Devon) Bamstable unknown 1:2r
DORSET Cerne Cemne Abbey 1:37v
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County UK Tile/tracing Site Building Type I: Red Box Folios  IV: Oversized
DORSET Dorchester unknown 1:43r

DORSET Dorchester, Fordington Church 1:55v

DORSET Milton Abbas Abbey Middleton St. Cathe 2:101r-102v

DORSET Wimborne Minster 3:150rv 1:25
ESSEX Charlesford unknown 1:30v

ESSEX Chesterford unknown 1:35r

GLOUCESTERSHIRE Berkeley Church 1:18r

GLOUCESTERSHIRE Bristol unknown 1:24

GLOUCESTERSHIRE Bristol Cathedral 1:20v-24r
GLOUCESTERSHIRE Gloucester Cath. Chapter House 2:68rv

GLOUCESTERSHIRE Gloucester Cathedral 2:5Tr-67v
GLOUCESTERSHIRE Sodbury, Little unknown 3:139r

GLOUCESTERSHIRE Tewkebury monastery site? 3:42r

HAMPSHIRE Hampshire Christ Church (X) 1:36v 1:6
HAMPSHIRE (S. Hants)  Beaulieu Abbey 1:3r

HEREFORDSHIRE Goodrich Castle 2:69r

HEREFORDSHIRE Hereford Cathedral 2:73r

HEREFORDSHIRE Pershore Abbey Church of Hely Cross 2:110r-112v

HEREFORDSHIRE Wigmore Abbey 3:148r

HERTFORDSHIRE Aldbury Parisil:l Church L:1r

HERTFORDSHIRE Bengeo St. Leonard's Church 3:124rv

HERTFORDSHIRE St.Alban's Abbey 3:119v 1:16
IRELAND Dublin St. Patrick's Cathedral 1:18
KENT Canterbury unknown 1:28r

KENT Canterbury new tiles 4:192rv

KENT Sandwich St. Clements Church 3:120v-123v

KENT Sevenoaks St. Julians 1:17
LEICESTER Ulverscroft unknown

LEICESTERSHIRE Market Harborough Williams Church 2:100v

LINCOLNSHIRE Revesby Abbey 3:115r-117v 1:15
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County UK Tile!tracing Site Building Type I: Red Box Folios  IV: Oversized

LINCOLNSHIRE Stamford Stamford Pottery 4:192rv, 193rv

LINCOLNSHIRE Stamford Blashtfield Pottery 3:138rv 1:21, 1:22, 1:23 , 1:24
LONDON London unknown 2:74v

LONDON London Westminster Chapter Hous  3:143r-146r

LONDON London St. Bartholomew's Church ~ 3:120r

LONDON Newgate Christ's Hospital 2:108v

MONMOUTHSHIRE Monmouth Priory, Gwent 2:107r

NORFOLK Castle Acre, Bawsey Abbey 1:29rv

NORFOLK Castle Rising Abbey? 1:30v

NORFOLK Marsham? unknown 1:9
NORFOLK Wymondham Abbey (priory?) 3:165v

NORFOLK or BUCKING Burnham or Bansham, call Old Hall 1:25v

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  Sibbertoft Church 4:188 (folded)

NORTHHAMPTON Cottesbrook Church 1:7
NORTHHAMPTON Doddington unknown 1:42v 1:40, 1:41, 1:42
NORTHHAMPTON Duston Church L:44v

NORTHHAMPTONSHIR ~ Naseby Church 2:107v

NORTHHAMPTONSHIR  Pipewell Abbey 3:113r 1113, 1:14
NORTHHAMPTONSHIR  Rothersthorp Parish church? 3:119r

OXFORDSHIRE Ewborne? Church 1:52r

OXFORDSHIRE Maple Durham unknown 2:100r

OXFORDSHIRE Maple Durham Church & rectory 2:100r 1:9
OXFORDSHIRE Oxford unknown 2:99v

SHROPSHIRE Acton Scott Parish Church 1:1
SHROPSHIRE Burford Parish church? 1:26r

SHROPSHIRE Croft Church 1:38v

SHROPSHIRE Culmington Chapel (church?) 1:39r

SHROPSHIRE Ludlow church? 2:75r-80v 1:8v
SHROPSHIRE Stoke upon Trent Patent Tile Works 4:191rv

STAFFORDSHIRE unknown 3:137r
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County UK Tile/tracing Site Building Type I: Red Box Folios  IV: Oversized
SUFFOLK Burgate Church, chapel 1:26v, 27rv 1:5
SUFFOLK Dennington Parish Church 1:40r-41r 1:5
SUFFOLK Suffolk Clare Castle 1:37r

SURREY Chertsey Abbey 1:31r-33v

SUSSEX Bosham unknown 2:100r

SUSSEX Broadwater Church 1:26r

SUSSEX Poynings Church 3:114rv

SUSSEX, WEST Boxgrove Church 1:191rv, 20r

WALES Dyfed Talley Abbey Priory 3:141r

WALES Glamorganshire Neath Abbey, Conventual  2:108r

Wales Glamorganshire Conventual Church, Neath

WALES Gwent Tintern Abbey 1:15
WARWICKSHIRE Coventry St. Mary's Hall 1:37v, 38r

WESSEX? Wessex unknown 3:142v

WILTSHIRE Bedwyn, Great Abbey? 1:4r-10v; 11r 1:2-,1:3, 1:4
WILTSHIRE Chilton Folliat / Salisbury  /Bishop's Palace 1:36r

WILTSHIRE Clarendon Palace 1:37r

WILTSHIRE Grafton, East unknown 2:69v, 70r

WILTSHIRE Salisbury Chapter House, Cathedral = 3:1251r-136v 1:19, 1:20
WILTSHIRE Stourhead unknown 3:139v-140r

WINCHESTER Winchester Cathedral 3:149v-151v

WORCESTER Droitwich kiln Kiln 1:43r-44r

WORCESTER Malvern, Great Priory 2:80v-99r

WORCESTER Worcester Cathedral 3:152r-165v 1:26, 1:27
YORKSHIRE Weston Church 3:142r

YORKSHIRE, NORTH  Fountain's Abbey Church 1-7A
YORKSHIRE, NORTH  Ripon St. Mary Magdalen 3:118¢
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Letters Index

Letters

I: Red Box Folios

AL ?AW Franks to A. Compton, 1846 (2 July)
ALS AW Franks to A. Compton, 71849 (22 Sept)
ALS AW Franks to A. Compton, nd

ALS AW Franks to A. Compton, nd (10 Sept)

ALS AW Franks to A.Compton nd (21 March)
ALS Edmund Buckle to A. Compto, 1894 (May 22)
ALS George Maw to A. Compton, 1860 (Dec 5)
ALS HJI Moule to AW Franks, nd

ALS Mr. Blashford to A. Compton, 1859; 1870
ALS Thomas Barker to AC, 1874 (Jan 26)

ALS Thomas Oakden to A. Compton, 1879 (Dec 2)
ALS[AW Franks] to [A. Compton] nd

AN [AWF] [AC] nd

misc notes AWF/ A.Compton

Mr Blashford, Stamford Pottery, LINCS

4:188 (folded)
4:1851v
4:186rv
4:184rv
4:183rv
4:182rv
4:189rv
4:190rv
4:192rv, 193rv
4:180rv, 181rv
4:191rv
4:187v
4:194rv
4:194rv

4:192rv
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Miscellaneous Manuscripts Index

Misc MSS ID Reference I: Red Box Folios IV: Oversized
Tlist of sites 4:195rv

mosaic patterns Eames BM-L type 1:35v

Paley's natural Theology text 1:4%v

Seal of Edmond of Caith 4:197r

sketch of unidentified landscape 4:196

tiles and pavement plans, 1:28-1:38
unidentified tile drawings 4:197r

unidentified tiles, pavement plans

4:199rv to 208rv
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